Lasting Impressions from the Heart

President’s Corner
Dear volunteers,
As we impatiently wait for the weather to
turn we are bonded together by the muddy
paws that are a daily fixture in our lives. Those
muddy paws frustrate me some days when I find footprints in places they
don’t belong. However, my frustration is only fleeting because I think about
the alternative of having no muddy paws. At the beginning of the pandemic
I lost my boy Dewey. Some of our volunteers can attest, that I was on a mission to find a foster boy or girl to restore normality in our house. I am reflecting on Dewey’s life because May is Pet Cancer month. And I consider
him a survivor even after he's gone. Unfortunately for us, we share in our
love for a breed that is susceptible to several cancers.
I live and breathe discussions about cancer every day. Not only are both my
husband and I cancer survivors, Dewey had hemangiosarcoma and received the same chemotherapy drugs as I did, and he lived an additional 12
wonderful months! Dewey was 11 years old when he started treatment and
I feel strongly it was a success. In addition, my day-job is all about cancer
and what can be done to increase early detection and prevention in people
in the US. Pet Cancer Month is deeply meaningful to me as we care for our
companions and give them the best life we know how.

Welcome to the Spring Edition of the GRRoW Newsletter.
It is chock-full of educational and useful information, especially as we get
ready to head into the summer months. If there’s something you’d like to
see in the newsletter, please let me know and I’ll do my best to include it
in a future issue. We'd like to feature a volunteer and something about
them in each newsletter, so please don't be shy. Send me a pic and something about you at Cheryl.Hentz@gmail.com.
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Through our vetting and matching process, feel comfort in knowing that this
rescue is taking in dogs who may not start out their lives in the right homes,
but they end up in the home that will care for their needs through the good
times and the bad. The patience our adopters exhibit by waiting for the dog
that matches their home, tells me that they know the importance of the life
of that dog. They are committed to love and care fir their new family for life.

I am so proud of all we do and the tireless efforts of
all of you for the Golden Retrievers we love.

In the meantime, here’s a little about me: I have volunteered in dog rescue
and animal welfare for about 40 years or so. I was raised in a family that
always had dogs; and I got my love and respect for them, and passion for
helping and speaking for them since they
can’t speak for themselves mostly from
my mother. She and my dad always
taught us to have the courage of
our convictions and do what was
right, even if unpopular.
That included watching out for the
underdog, literally and figuratively.

I'd like to end my note with a fun fact you can use
the next time you do trivia. Did you know that a
Golden Retriever is in the Guinness Book of World
Records for the loudest bark? Six year old Charlie produced a bark at 113.1 decibels. This is
equivalent to a car horn from 3 feet away, a chain
saw, a jet takeoff, and is approaching the decibel
level that causes ear pain. Oh my goodness
Charlie, you have our attention!

I have worked in media most of my professional life, presently as a freelance writer
and talk-show host/producer. I share my
life and home with three dogs, pictured
here with me as I recover from a
hand/wrist injury. On the floor is Bella,
and acting like lapdogs, from left to
right, are Grace and Riley. And, oh
yeah, I’m in there as well.

Take some time this May to make a tribute to the dogs you've lost. I know I
will be visiting Dewey’s favorite place to swim and donating to
GRRoW on his behalf.

Amy Calder Amy Calder GRRoW President
* Editor's note: According to a program some years ago on Animal Planet, 75% of all dogs
will die from some form of cancer. When I first heard that it seemed almost unreal. But
then I thought about all the dogs I've loved and lost over the years and, sure enough, mine
was at or a little higher than 3 out of 4 dogs. Sad, but it is the reality we, as dog lovers - no
matter the breed - live with.
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Golden Retriever Rescue of Wisconsin Family Newsletter

SPRING ISSUE - 2022

Lasting Impressions from the Heart

Welcome to Spring...

Natural Flea and Tick Control
Spring is finally upon us! Along with the warmer weather also come additional
concerns for our pets — those pesky bugs! Fleas, mosquitoes, ticks, and internal
parasites. Many concerned pet owners, believing they are doing the best thing for
their pets, go out and buy topicals that are full of toxins to try to keep these pests
away. Here are some facts you need to be aware of and some great options for
more natural choices:
Topical flea and tick medications are neurotoxins designed to sever the nervous
system of the fleas and ticks, hence killing them. If you read the package instructions, you'll find information to this effect: wash hands immediately should you
come in contact with this product. How does that make sense?

by Dana Bourassa
Irish Acres Pet Health

We put this product on our animal's skin, but we are warned to wash immediately? The skin absorbs anything that is put on it. That toxin is drawn right into
the bloodstream. It is also important to consider that overuse of pesticides can
cause immunity in a new generation of fleas. Here is a brief overview of some
of the ingredients in these products and possible side effects:
Fibronil – skin irritation, thyroid cancer, damage to organs, nervous system
and reproductive system.
Imidaclorprid - organ damage and neurological or reproductive disorders.
Selamectin – ingestion may cause vomiting, diarrhea, muscle tremors,
drooling and lethargy.
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Here is the way we can help them naturally.
Build a healthy immune system and good grooming:
1. Diet – the better his diet is the healthier his immune system will be and he will able to repel any fleas he might pick up and lessen
the chances of infestation. Feed a high-quality diet made with whole, natural ingredients free from hormones and pesticides.
2. Supplements – these supplements not only help to repel fleas but are great for your companion’s overall health!
• Salmon, Cod Liver Oil or Flaxseed Oil add essential fatty acids and promote healthy hair and skin.
• Freshly grated garlic (or fresh minced from the jar) will help build up his immune system and generate an odor that will repel
fleas. Bug Off Garlic tabs by Springtime are another great option.
• 100 percent food-grade diatomaceous earth mixed with their food will take care of all internal parasites and promote good
health. Food grade diatomaceous earth is full of trace minerals. Be sure to mix in some water with it when feeding, you don’t
want them to inhale the dry powder.
• Young Living Therapeutic Grade Lemon Oil – 2 to 3 drops mixed with their food each day will also help kill parasites, is an immune stimulant and helps detox.
• Organic Apple Cider Vinegar in the water will also help digestion and help repel fleas.
If you should spot a flea or two, don’t panic! My first line of defense is to grab the jar of Diatomaceous Earth. Rub the DE into
the fur and let it sit, then follow up with a bath using a shampoo with natural ingredients. Young Living Animal Scents Shampoo
is a wonderful choice with essential oils that repel ticks and fleas.
3. Frequent Grooming – removing dead hair and tangles that provide a place for fleas to hide. Make sure you have a fine-tooth flea comb to get close to
the skin as possible, getting under the legs, around the head, tail, and belly area.
4. Vacuum thoroughly - in all pet areas, rugs and in all of the corners and dark areas where fleas can hide. Launder your animal’s bedding often and spray
with a mist of therapeutic essential oils. You can also sprinkle natural diatomaceous earth on the carpets, along the walls and cracks in the floors or in
corners.

Lawn Care:

Ticks:
Best Yet and Tick Shield from Cedarcide are wonderful natural tick and mosquito repellents. This is also safe for all of
your animals including cats. It is also safe for young children and smells wonderful. It will kill fleas on contact so
you can spray on carpet or furniture if needed! You can
order from: www.Cedarcidestore.com .
I also use Shoo Tags which work by using a specific frequency targeted at specific pests. Attach to your pet’s collar and they are good for four months. They also have tags
for people, also safe for children, for ticks, mosquitoes and
chiggers.
Alzoo has an all-natural insect/flea/tick repellent that you
apply once a month like Frontline.
They also make a collar. Check out: www.alzoo-vet.com
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Are you being bombarded by advertisements from your local lawn care companies for treatment for
weeds, a thicker lawn, bug control, etc.? Keep in mind these are toxic chemicals which they will be applying to your lawn on a regular basis. The same lawn your pets and children play on! Your skin is the
largest organ of your body and will absorb whatever it comes in contact with (so will your pets!). Look
for natural alternatives for lawn care. Many communities have organic lawn care available for the same price as the companies with the chemicals. If not available in
your area, look on the internet for companies that offer products that provide
safe alternatives for fertilizing and weed control.
Does all this take a little more time and thought? Probably. Is it worth it?
Absolutely! I have not used any chemicals on my dogs in over eighteen years and have not have problems with ticks, fleas, mosquitoes
or parasites. I would much rather take a little more time and effort
than be faced with a diagnosis of cancer or other life-threatening
disease because I had poured toxins in them and on them.
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How Would a Golden Fit in
With Your Family?
Most of us reading this already have or have had a Golden. We know what a funny,
playful, and intelligent delight they can be; and we understand their characteristics
and traits. But if you’ve never owned one and are thinking about it; or know someone
who never has had as Golden but is thinking about it, this is good information to share.
It will help someone determine of a Golden would be a good fit for their family, household activity, and lifestyle.
Of course, it’s always good to research any breed before making what should be
a lifetime commitment to a dog. These two videos aren’t meant to take the place of
that all-important research, but it will give you a chance to take a well-needed break
and watch a couple of delightful, yet informative videos. They should help anyone in making a decision about owning a Golden. If anyone is still in doubt, point them in the direction of the Internet, Golden breeder info, a
reputable veterinarian, Golden rescue organizations such as GRRoW, or their local humane society.

PAW PRINTS

Links to get someone started: youtube.com/watch?v=M75Z0VrtpMo youtube.com/watch?v=cyN288Tg2Ms

EDITOR’S SPECIAL:
This is one of the best emails I have gotten in a while
This is for my dog friends and my friends who need a smile!
An older, tired-looking dog wandered into my yard. I could tell from his collar and well-fed
belly that he had a home and was well taken care of. He calmly came over to me, I gave
him a few pats on his head; he then followed me into my house, slowly walked down the
hall, curled up in the corner and fell asleep.
An hour later, he went to the door, and I let him out.
The next day he came back, greeted me in the yard, walked inside and resumed his spot in the hall and
again slept for about an hour. This continued off an on for several weeks.
Curious I pinned a note to his collar: ‘I would like to find out who the owner of this wonderful sweet dog is and ask if you are aware that almost
every afternoon your dog comes to my house for a nap.’
The next day he arrived for his nap, with a different note pinned to his collar:
‘He lives in a home with 6 children, 2 under the age of 3.
He’s trying to catch up on his sleep.
Can I come with him tomorrow?’
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June 21st • 11am-9pm

NOW through June 30th

We’ll Be there From 4:30-6:30pm

SHADY LANE GREENHOUSES

VERONA SUGAR RIVER PIZZA COMPANY
FUNDRAISING DAY 957 Liberty Dr, Verona

W172N7388 Shady Lane, Menomonee Falls

shadylanegreenhouse.com
Mention GRRoW, and a portion of all purchases are donated.

sugarriverpizza.com/food-menu-verona

PAW
July 1st•PRINTS
4:30-7:30pm

Saturday• May 21st

WISCONSIN BREWING
COMPANY BRAT STAND

SIGNS BY CAITLIN BOARD PAINTING
403 Venture Ct, Verona

signsbycaitlin.com/grrow-fundraiser-may-21st

109 American Way, Verona

July 9th•11am-4pm

MONTH OF JUNE ROUNDUP
DR. DAWG GLENDALE AND WAUWATOSA
6969 N Port Washington Rd, Glendale

853 N Mayfair Rd, Wauwatosa

Sunday-Saturday 11am-8pm Tuesday-Saturday 11am-4pm

drdawg.net/853-n-mayfair-road-inwauwatosa-dr-dawg-food-menu

500 E Silver Spring Dr, Whitefish Bay

SENDIK'S WHITEFISH BAY COMMUNITY GRILL
Enjoy Sendik's burgers, brats, and hot dogs while
supporting GRRoW. Please note the road will be closed
for an art fair, so please enter parking lot from the rear.

July 17th• 4-9pm

Any purchase can be rounded up, and that amount will
be donated to GRRoW.

We’ll Be there From 4-6pm

June 4th & July16th
11am-4pm

MONK'S MIDDLETON FUNDRAISING NIGHT

280 N 18th Ave, West Bend

SENDIK'S WEST BEND COMMUNITY GRILL

8313 Murphy Dr, Middleton

monksbarandgrill.com/middleton-menus

Enjoy Sendik's burgers, brats & hot dogs while supporting GRRoW.

July 25th• 5-9pm

June 7th•5-8pm

We’ll Be there From 5-7pm

We’ll Be there From 5-6:30pm
6421 S 27th St, Franklin

DR. DAWG GLENDALE FUNDRAISER
6969 N Port Washington Rd, Glendale

Sunday-Saturday 11am-8pm

drdawg.net/853-n-mayfair-road-inwauwatosa-dr-dawg-food-menu

MILWAUKEE BURGER COMPANY-FRANKLIN

MENU: milwaukeeburgercompany.com

June 11th•11am-9pm

June 31st•10am-4pm
SHOE BOX BRAT STAND
1314 Canal St, Black Earth

THE BRICK PUB & GRILL
PAWS ON THE PATIO
6343 N Green Bay Ave, Milwaukee

June 19th•6:35pm Game
GREEN BAY ROCKERS
2231 Holmgren Way, Green Bay

Visit Greenbayrockers.com, Buy Tickets, Promotions, Enter
Promo Code: GRROW, and You Will be Brought to The GRRoW
Ticket Link

Greenbayrockers.com
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Special Feature

TeachYour DogWhere to Go
to Relax and Calm Down
If you want to help teach your dog to be calm and relax, it’s helpful to
teach him or her to go to a specific place. This can be a fixed location
in your home (in front of the fireplace, by the toy box, etc.), but I find it
more valuable to use a portable carpet square, mat, or dog bed of
some sort. This gives you the flexibility to send your dog to her spot
wherever you are; you just have to take her mat along with you. This
behavior is very useful for a dog who tends to "bug" you (or your
guests) for attention.
1. Take your dog to a bed, mat, carpet square, or throw rug you have
obtained for this purpose, say "place," "go to bed" (or whatever word
or phrase you plan to use). You can lure her to the bed with a treat, or
place a treat on the bed and encourage her to go to it and eat it. Click
or say "Yes!" when she does it, then ask her to "Down," and click and
treat for that.
2. Do this a number of times until you think your dog is beginning to
associate the word or phrase with lying down on the mat.
3. Then you can start cueing the behavior without the lure. Click (or
say "Yes!") and give her a reward when she complies. You can also request a "Wait" so she doesn't pop right back off the mat.
4. When the dog is doing this part well, begin moving farther away
from the mat before giving your "Place" cue.
5. Ultimately, if you wish, you can ask your dog to go to her place from
anywhere in the house. You can name several different places and
teach her to go to each on your request. You can also take the mat
with you when you go out and use it in public or at friend's houses
(this is why a small, portable throw rug or mat is ideal).
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PAW PRINTS
One alternative to the
approach described on the left is to "shape" the behavior.
This is done by marking (click or "Yes!") and rewarding any behavior
remotely related to the mat, gradually raising the criteria (what she
needs to do to get a click and treat) until she reliably goes to the mat
and lies down on it. Add the cue when she reliably moves to the mat,
and then go to Step 4 above.
Challenge: Your dog lies near or only partially on the mat in an effort
to be nearer to you or your guests (or whatever he'd rather be doing).
Solution: Be clear about how much of your dog has to be on the mat
for it to "count" (your choice!) and reinforce your dog only if he meets
that standard.
For more advice on ways to train your
dog to be calm, purchase Calm Down
Rover! from Whole Dog Journal.
Reprinted from
Whole Dog Journal ™
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GRROW’S SPECIAL

HEALTH&SAFETYSEASON
Pet First Aid: At Home or Away
Would you know what to do if your dog:
• Ate the bag of semi-sweet chocolate chips that was left out on the
kitchen counter?
• Had a seizure right in front of you?
• Fell down the stairs and started limping?
• Became overheating on a hot summer day?
• Got into antifreeze or a cleaning solution you have around the house?
Accidents can happen in an instant and, if not prepared, can go from bad
to worse quickly. To keep that from happening and avoid the feelings of
panic that often accompany these types of situations, it’s wise to be as
prepared as possible in advance of something happening.
The American Veterinary Medical Association, the Humane Society of the
United States & the American Red Cross have done a great job in putting
together very common-sense, simple steps to help owners better prepare
for a pet medical emergency. The following links and information from
them summarize the basics you’ll need to provide first aid to your pet.

Please note that this is just a summary. And always remember that any
first aid administered to your pet should be followed by immediate veterinary care. First aid care is not a substitute for veterinary care, but it
may save your pet's life until it receives veterinary treatment.
Pet First Aid Kit
If you own a pet you should have a basic pet first aid kit. It is best to keep
it in your home and take it with you if you travel you’re your pet. If you’re
someone who often takes your pet when you go to work, run errands, or
something similar, you may want to invest in a second pet first aid kit and
keep in in your car all the time.
There are many places where you can buy a pet first aid kit (Smile.amazon.com; the American Red Cross; or a local pet store are a few such
places. Just remember to name GRRoW as your designated charity if buying at Amazon.). If you’d rather make your own kit, you can do that, too.
Here’s how:
Buy a first-aid kit designed for people, then add pet-specific items to it.
Pet-specific items are listed below for your convenience.
Pet-specific supplies
• Pet first-aid book
• Phone numbers of: your veterinarian, the nearest emergency-veterinary
clinic (along with directions!) and a poison-control center or hotline (such
as the ASPCA poison-control center, whose number is 1-800-426-4435.
They are available 365 days/year, 24 hours/day. You’ll need a major credit
card when calling the poison-control center, as they do bill a nominal fee
for their services.). The AVMA brochure Household Hazards offers a summary of what foods and common household items may pose a danger to
your pet
• Paperwork for your pet (in a waterproof container or bag): proof of rabies-vaccination status, copies of other important medical records and a
current photo of your pet (in case he gets lost)
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• Any medications or items your vet has recommended specifically for
your pet
• Nylon leash
• Self-cling bandage (bandage that stretches and sticks to itself but not
to fur... available at pet stores and from pet-supply catalogs)
• Muzzle or strips of cloth to prevent biting (don't use this if your pet is
vomiting, choking, coughing or otherwise having difficulty breathing)
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Basic first-aid supplies
• Absorbent gauze pads
• Adhesive tape
• Antiseptic wipes, lotion, powder or spray
• Blanket (a foil emergency blanket)
• Cotton balls or swabs
• Gauze rolls
• 3% Hydrogen peroxide (to induce vomiting... do this ONLY if directed
by a veterinarian or a poison-control center)
• Milk of Magnesia or activated charcoal to absorb poison (use ONLY if
instructed to do so by your veterinarian or a poison-control center)
• Self-activating ice pack(s)
• Non-latex disposable gloves
• K-Y Jelly (or generic version) to protect wounds, eyes
• Petroleum jelly (to lubricate the thermometer)
• Digital rectal thermometer (your pet's temperature should not rise
above 103°F or fall below 100°F)
• Scissors (with blunt ends)
• Sterile non-stick gauze pads for bandages
• Sterile saline solution (sold at pharmacies)
• Tweezers
• A pet carrier
Other useful items
• Diphenhydramine (Benadryl®), if approved by a veterinarian for allergic reactions. A veterinarian must tell you the correct dosage for your
pet's size.
• Ear-cleaning solution
• Expired credit card or sample credit card (from direct-mail credit-card
offers) to scrape away insect stingers
• Glucose paste or corn syrup (for diabetic dogs or those with low blood
sugar)
• Nail clippers
• Non-prescription antibiotic ointment
• Penlight or flashlight
• Plastic eyedropper or syringe
• Rubbing alcohol (isopropyl) to clean the thermometer
• Splints and tongue depressors
• Styptic powder or pencil (sold at veterinary hospitals, pet-supply
stores, and your local pharmacy)
• Temporary identification tag (to put your local contact information on
your pet's collar when you travel)
• Towels
• Needle-nosed pliers
(Article Continues on Page 7)
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(Continued from Page 6)

HEALTH&SAFETYSEASON
Pet First Aid:
At Home or Away
Common-sense Advice
• Check the supplies in your pet's firstaid kit occasionally and replace any
items that have expired.
• For your family's safety, keep all
medical supplies and medications
out of the reach of children and pets.
How to Handle an Injured Pet
Properly comforting an injured pet
can help minimize his or her anxiety, while also protecting
you and your family from injury.
Basic Pet First Aid Procedures
Here you can find simple instructions from the AVMA for providing emergency first aid if your pet is suffering from poisoning, seizures, broken
bones, bleeding, burns, shock, heatstroke, choking or other urgent medical problems. Print out a copy to keep with your pet emergency kit.
First Aid when traveling with your pet
A few simple steps can better prepare you to help your pet in first aid situations while you are traveling. Remember: Pet medical emergencies
don't just happen at home!
Pets and Disasters
Whether confronted by natural disasters such as hurricanes. tornados, or
other unexpected catastrophes such as a house fire, you need to be prepared to take care of your animals. A pre-determined disaster plan will
help you remain calm and think clearly.
General Pet First Aid Tips
Do you know what to do during a pet emergency? Here are some common
emergency tips:
• To determine if your cat or dog is dehydrated, pull up on the skin between the shoulder blades. It should spring right back; if it stays tented
this is a sign of dehydration.
• If your pet has a seizure, make sure it is in a safe place, but do not restrain it. Keep your hands away from its mouth as your pet may not know
who you are during a seizure and could bite you.
• Signs of heat stroke or heat exhaustion include collapse; body temperature of 104 degrees F or above; bloody diarrhea or vomiting; wobbliness;
excessive panting or difficulty breathing; increased heart rate; mucous
membranes very red; and increased salivation.
• Pets bitten by other animals need vet attention to prevent the wound
(even if minor) from becoming infected and to be checked for internal
wounds. Never break up a dogfight yourself because you could be bitten.
• If your pet is bleeding, apply direct pressure using gauze over the bleeding site. If blood soaks through, apply more gauze (do not removed soaked
gauze) until you can reach a veterinary hospital.
• Signs of pet poisoning include bleeding externally or internally, dilated
pupils, drooling or foaming at the mouth, seizures or other abnormal mental state or behavior. More specific info on poisoning follows:

Poisoning and Exposure to Toxins
Poisoning is a pet emergency that causes a great deal of confusion for
pet owners and, depending on what a pet has gotten into, treatment may
vary. In general, any products that are harmful for people are also harmful for pets. Examples include cleaning products, rodent poisons and antifreeze. But you also need to be aware of common food items that may
be harmful to your pet.
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If your pet's skin or eyes are exposed to a toxic product (such as many
cleaning products), check the product label for the instructions for people exposed to the product; if the label instructs you to wash your hands
with soap and water if you're exposed, then wash your pet's skin with
soap and water (don't get any into its eyes, mouth or nose). If the label
tells you to flush the skin or eyes with water, do this for your pet as soon
as possible (if you can do it safely), and call a veterinarian immediately.
If you know your pet has consumed something that may be harmful, or
if the animal is having seizures, losing consciousness, is unconscious,
or is having difficulty breathing, telephone your veterinarian, emergency
veterinary clinic, or the Animal Poison Control Center hotline, as referenced earlier. If possible, have the following information available:
• Species, breed, age, sex, weight and number of animals involved
• Symptoms
• Name/description of the substance that is in question; the amount your
pet was exposed to; and how long it's been since your pet ate it or was
exposed to it.
• Have the product container/packaging available for reference.
Collect any material your pet may have vomited or chewed, and place it
in a plastic sealable bag to take with you when you bring your animal in
for veterinary treatment.
Additional Information on Animal Poisoning:
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
offers additional information and resources:
• Animal Poison Control Center
• Another resource is Killer Grapes and Other
Concerns in Animal Poison Control, available
on the University of Illinois College of
Veterinary Medicine's Web site.
Additional Pet First Aid Links
• American Animal Hospital Association
(AAHA)/Healthy Pet: Pet First Aid
• The University of Illinois College of
Veterinary Medicine:
Basic First Aid for Your Pet
• American Red Cross: First Aid for Pets
• VeterinaryPartner.com: First Aid
and Emergency Care
Again, emergency treatment & first
aid for pets should never be used
as a substitute for veterinary
care. But it may save your pet's
life before you can get
your pet to a
veterinarian.

(Article Continues on Page 8)

PAGE 7

Golden Retriever Rescue of Wisconsin Family Newsletter

SPRING ISSUE - 2022

Lasting Impressions from the Heart

(Continued from Page 7)

HEALTH&SAFETYSEASON
Pet First Aid: At Home or Away
Red Cross Pet First Aid App
Finally, there is a must-have free app for your smart phone, from the
American Red Cross.
In addition to plenty of lifesaving information to use until you can get your
pet to a veterinarian, the Red Cross Pet First Aid App gives pet owners
step-by-step instructions, videos and images for more than 25 common
first aid emergencies. The Pet First Aid App can be found in the Apple

App Store and the Google Play Store for Android by searching for American Red Cross
or by going to redcross.org/mobileapps.
And, depending on where they live, pet
owners may also take a Red Cross Pet First
Aid course so they can practice the skills
and receive feedback. People can go to
redcross.org/takeaclass for information
and to register. If not offered in your area,
some dog clubs may also offer such
classes.
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Be prepared - keep your pet safe!

Disaster Planning with Pets in Mind
The best way to keep yourself and your family (both people and pets) safe
during a hurricane, tornado, wildfire, or any other disaster is to have a
good emergency plan and kit prepared. If you are in the path of a storm,
keep pets indoors, and if asked or ordered to evacuate in the face of a
potentially destructive event, always bring your animals with you. If it's not
safe for you, it's not safe for your pets.
Getting Prepared
While the paths and strengths of tornadoes, hurricanes and tropical
storms are often uncertain, we have a checklist of things pet owners can
do in preparation for a potential evacuation. For starters:
• Put a collar with visible identification on your pet, even if he or she is indoor-only; Keep pictures of your pets on-hand for identification purposes.
Ideally, you should also be in the photo;
• Talk to your neighbors about how they can help your pets if you are not
at home when disaster strikes;
• Create a list of hotels and boarding facilities that allow pets — plan on
evacuating about 100 miles inland for hurricanes and tropical storms;
• Discuss bringing pets with you if you leave to stay with family members.
• One of the most important things you can do is create a pet emergency
plan and kit that is available for you to quickly grab and go, and it should
include all of the following:
• Three-or-more-day supply of food in an airtight, waterproof container
(and don't forget drinking water).
• Be sure to include a can opener, if including canned food. You can pur
chase emergency food and water for your pets (from ER Pet,
for example) that will last up to 5 years;

• Bowls for food and water;
• Current photos and physical descriptions of your pets, including details on markings. As mentioned above, you should appear in the photos
if at all possible;
• Medications, vaccination records and pet first-aid supplies;
• Comfort items such as a toy and blanket;
• Small garbage bags;
• Paper towels and sanitation wipes;
• For dogs include: leash, harness and a sturdy carrier large enough to
use as a sleeping area;
• For cats include: litter and litter box and a sturdy carrier large enough
for transport. Each disaster provides its own unique circumstances, and
based on your geographic location, it's important to identify the type of
occurrences for which you are most prone.
• A good first step is preparing the disaster kit and then customizing it to
fit the needs of your entire family.
• When disaster strikes, the same rules that apply to people apply to pets
(preparation makes all the difference).
• Checking your emergency kits on a regular basis is essential. A good
rule of thumb is to examine your kits twice a year when daylight savings
time begins and ends.
• Check expiration dates and revisit your checklist.

For more information on how to prepare for disasters, please visit
www.humanesociety.org/prepare.
Written by Wanda Merling, senior manager of the disaster services program
for the Animal Rescue Team at the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS).

Safe Water Fun with Your Golden This Summer
The weather is getting warmer and it’s that
time of year when people – and pets –
start enjoying the outdoor life. That includes swimming in pools, river, lakes
and ponds.
But while your 4-legged friend is in the
water, either with you or by him- or herself, it’s important to follow some basic
tips to get them safe.
Earlier in this newsletter we have basic
first aid and safety tips for our furry friends.
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Here are some links to wonderful tips for doing just that:
• www.vetstreet.com/our-pet-experts/dog-swimming-safety-tips
• www.dogtipper.com/tip/2013/08/tips-lake-river-swimming-dogs.html
Blue-green algae is very dangerous for dogs.
Here is a link to an article that gives more information about that:
• www.pethealthnetwork.com/dog-health/dog-toxins-poisons/bluegreen-algae-a-deadly-danger-dogs
By the way, if you’re looking for a Golden Retriever forum, here is a link
to one:
• www.goldenretrieverforum.com/golden-retrievers-maindiscussion/109013-dog-swimming-dangers.html
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Lasting Impressions from the Heart

Wisconsin’s Good Samaritan Law
Right to Rescue
Summer will be here before we know it, but dog owners should be mindful of temperatures whenever they decide to take their dog(s) for a ride in
the car – no matter the time of year. Despite it still being only spring, we’ve
already had a few very warm days. It never ceases to amaze me how many
people still take their dogs along for a ride, then leave the dog in a car with
only a window or two cracked. Meanwhile, despite that, the car is quickly
becoming an oven.

To see just how hot and how quickly a car heats up, consider these facts
from The Weather Channel:
• When it’s 90 degrees outside, it takes just 20 minutes for the inside of your
car to hit 119 degrees! That’s the temperature of a rare steak.
• In another 10 minutes, the temperature rises five degrees. That may not
sound like much, but that’s higher than the recommended setting for hot
water heaters!
• By the one-hour mark, the temperature is at 133 degrees – which is more
than uncomfortable; it’s extremely dangerous. Heat strokes occur when
the body’s core temperature reaches 104, and the smaller you are, the
faster your internal temperature rises. So, a child or pet is affected four
times faster than an adult!
Clearly, dogs and hot cars don’t go together, but bystanders in Wisconsin
can do something about a situation where they see a pet or child suffering
inside a hot vehicle.
In 2017, Wisconsin introduced a state law that provides good Samaritans

with civil immunity when they break a
window to gain access to a vehicle in
which a pet or child could be exposed to
extreme temperatures. This is great
news! But keep in mind, you only have
immunity IF the following steps are
taken, and the incident takes place in
Wisconsin.

PAW PRINTS

1. Make sure the vehicle is actually
locked.
2. Check to see if an adult responsible for the child or pet is nearby.
3. Call 911.
4. Use only as much force as necessary to break into the vehicle.
5. Remain with the child or pet until authorities arrive.
6. If you leave the scene, leave a note.
The important thing is this: If you see something, say or do something! You
could save a life.
* Full bill text is available at the following link:
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/acts/103
Even mild days can cause trouble; and cracking a window doesn’t make
any noticeable difference. The best choice when running errands is, leave
your pets at home, unless you’re going somewhere where they can go inside with you, or where you’re not getting out of the car and can keep the
AC running. Those are the safest options for them!

The time has come when the GRRoW board felt we needed a fresh look. Our graphics volunteer worked with Jim King
from As Good As Gold to develop the new site and get it up and running. It just went online in early to mid-April, so
chances are you haven’t seen it yet. So, why not sit down with your furry companions and a favorite beverage and
check it out? If there’s something specific you’d like to see in the website, please let us now.

Cherish the Special Times Together
As you browse our website you’ll see a very mischievous golden chewing on OUR MISSION type. Yes this is the same
culprit that is attacking the type headline above. You’ve read about this guy before, in the last Winter Newsletter 2021
(featured on page 3). He is Piper and he has been with us for almost 12 years.
Last week an xray revealed cancer in the lungs and was not given much longer to live. Obviously we were all
crushed. That next day as I was doing my Yoga, the tears were falling freely. Piper as my yoga buddy was lying right
next to me, got up, leaned over and licked my face. Yes, even at my worst time, he was there to give me comfort...
as if to almost say... “It will be OK my friend!”
Today we had to sadly say good bye to one of our best friends. He is now crossed over to see his previous brothers.
Funny how we are reminded of the fact that we really go out of our ways to accomodate our dogs when they are
dying, and forget to really get the most out of each day with them up to that.
Well, after Sammy (one of our earlier GRRoW dogs) died some 15 years ago, we made up our minds to live every day to the best we
can with our Goldens. Thank you Piper for sharing our love and being a special part of our family and our hearts... for every day... of those almost
twelve years together. We have a lifetime of memories and smiles. Till we see you again my friend. You are in our hearts forever. We Love you!
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